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INTRODUCTION

Ethos of St. Saviours’ School

St. Saviours is an inner city school situated in the heart of Tower Hamlets in London’s East End. It is a warm friendly school.  It is very popular in the local community.  The school is committed to the well-being of pupils and staff. As a school community we want to ensure that all our children arrive safely at school and go home safely in the evening.  All staff are aware of health and safety issues.  The school strives to ensure that children attain a high level of achievement and excellent awareness of personal safety issues.

This ethos is linked to our travel plan as follows:

· The school is committed to the personal safety of pupils and staff

· Our children are taught road safety awareness at a young age and this is reinforced appropriately with lessons and training as the children go through the school

· Our commitment that pupils and staff are aware of health related issues and the importance of exercise including walking and cycling where possible

Description of the School

· 236 children on school roll

· 30 teachers/support staff

St. Saviours is a small welcoming Church of England Primary School, with strong links to All Saints Church, Newby Place, Poplar.  The clergy are actively involved in the day-to-day life of the school and come into our school several times a week.  We have only one class per year entry.  Entry into school is, in the first instance, linked to church membership, and because of this many of our children live outside the immediate area of the school. 

Several times a year the school becomes an enormous “walking train” taking our pupil to All Saints Church for services.  This is a distance of ¾ miles crossing the challenging A13 East India Dock Road.  The children through road safety training are a credit to our school.

The school runs several after school activities these include

Monday – Drama

Tuesday – Church Club

Wednesday - Chess

Thursday – Cookery

Friday – Art

We also participate in local and regional competitions for football, cricket, cross country running, rugby, gymnastics and athletics.

Admissions Policy

As we are a church school admission is primarily related to church membership.  Over half of our children and staff do not live within walking distance.  Some families have moved further a field to Essex but choose to remain and commute to school.  Many of the children, even though they live in Tower Hamlets, live in different parts of the Borough with a journey distance of over two miles.

Geographical location of St. Saviours

St. Saviours is located on three sides by minor roads, Chrisp Street, Brabazon Street and Goldaming Street.  There is a high amount of ‘rat running’ traffic throughout the day, but especially at school opening and closing times.

The school is located within a mile of the Blackwall Tunnel Northern Approach, Mile End Road and Burdett Road and is half a mile from the A13 East India Dock Road.  All these highways are major trunk roads into and out of London.  

The school is also located within a mile of the new major commercial and banking business centre of London, Canary Wharf.  Major roads in general are always busy, and many drivers use the streets around the school as a ‘rat run’.  There is also a large amount of building work in the immediate surrounding area and this creates a high volume of heavy lorries using the area.

Transport links

There is no major underground or DLR station the nearest being, although a new DLR station is planned for Carmen Street, about ¼ mile away from the school.  Buses stop close to the school but other transport is a fair distance away

London Underground



Mile End Station:

25 minutes walk

Bromley-by-Bow:

20 minute walk

Docklands Light Railway

All Saints



12 minute walk

Devons Road


12 minute walk

London Buses

Number 339 
Runs from the Aberfeldy Estate, Poplar to the London Chest Hospital, Bethnal Green

Number D8 
Runs from Stratford to the Isle of Dogs

School car parking

There are eight car park spaces in the small car park for 30 members of staff.  This is barely enough to meet the needs of staff and parents are not allowed to use the facility.
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Cycle parking

There is no cycle park in the school. However, those members of staff and visitors who cycle to school chain their bikes to the railings at the front of the school. We would hope to provide a cycle shed and outdoor shelter through the ‘safer routes’ funding.

Future plans for the school

· To participate in the Healthy Schools’ initiative

· The school hopes to be involved in some way in the 2012 Olympic activities. 

· The school would like to subscribe to road safety cycle lessons for Year 5 and 6 students 

· The school would like to actively support children to encourage their parents, where possible, to leave their cars at home and walk to school, and to teach them why walking is a more healthy option for them throughout their lives and not only when they are attending school

· Continuation of participation in LBTH ‘Kerbcraft’ initiative

Methodology and Evidence of survey to establish travel patterns

Mrs. Wild, the SEN Co-ordinator undertook the survey to establish travel patterns to school on the following dates over a six-week period: Nov 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, Dec 7th and 14th.  Everyone in the school including teachers, and support staff were included in the survey.  Children were surveyed at assemblies and staff surveyed during staff meetings.

The average results over the six-week period of the survey are as follows:



How we Currently Travel to School

	BREAKDOWN OF

SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
	DRIVING OF 

VEHICLE
	WALKING TO SCHOOL
	USING PUBLIC TRANSPORT
	CYCLING

	All staff 
	16
	9
	3
	2

	Nursery children
	  8
	14
	2
	0

	Reception 
	15
	15
	2
	0

	Year 1
	17
	10
	3
	0

	Year 2
	17
	11
	2
	0

	Year 3
	10
	15
	5
	0

	Year 4
	22
	 7
	1
	0

	Year 5
	15
	14
	1
	0

	Year 6
	14
	11
	5
	0

	Total
	136
	107
	24
	2


Methodology and Evidence of consultation to establish 

Parents/carers/teachers/support staff perceptions of their  

Journey to school

The Vice-Chair of Governors and Safer Route to School Champion undertook the one-to-one consultations with 23 parents/carers/teaching and support staff. The school council were also consulted.

The following evidence has been identified as particular areas that the school wish to highlight.  The overall results of the consultation are as follows 

Identified - good environmental aspects of the area

· Bartlett Park is close to the school and used for sports days and some healthy activities

· The Limehouse Link canal is nearby and is being improved by British Waterways in an ongoing manner.  It has a safe canal bank, but unfortunately it is not a viable walk to school due to the geographical passage of the canal

Identified - detrimental environmental aspects of the area

· Heavy rat running traffic throughout the day
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· Major building and road works in the vicinity

· Exhaust fumes

· Dog excrement on pavement/in park
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Identified – specific dangerous pedestrian perceptions

· Severe lack of signage for motorists around school 

· No evidence on the surrounding roads that there is a school in the vicinity

· Inconsiderate parking

· Damaged guard rails outside of school

· Road markings around school need complete repainting
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· Pavements surrounding the school need repairing/upgrading

· Improvement in sweeping of vicinity due to dog excrement

· Willis Street Bridge improvements needed - narrow road buses and lorries have to mount pavement 

· Bow Common Lane, between St. Paul’s Way and Upper North Street. eastern pavement, uneven pavements, cars parked on pavement, many dropped kerbs due to businesses/industries
Travel Plan Objectives

When we travel to and from school we aim to

· Walk or go by bus if we can and only use the car when absolutely necessary

· Learn to cross the road safely

· Help make the routes to school safe

· Make our environment attractive and safe

· Discover the problems that cars cause to our environment

Why?

· Reduce the number of children coming to school by car

· Children do not exercise enough by walking

· Cars are overused when there are better and more healthy alternatives

· If we use alternatives to cars it will make our journeys to school safer

Plan of Action (See appendix 1)

Short term targets (2006-2007) and responsibilities for ensuring the targets are achieved

· To encourage and target children who live within a ten minute walking distance of school to walk to school and home again  

This will be actively encouraged in weekly assemblies
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· To make representation to the local authority to improve the road signage and markings surrounding the school – 
The head teacher will write to Tower Hamlets

· To make representations to the local authority to ensure new road markings are placed in the vicinity of the school    
The head teacher will write to Tower Hamlets

· To organise a road safety cycle scheme for Year 5 and 6 children in the Summer of 2006-03
The deputy head teacher will organise this with the local authority’s Kerb Craft Co-ordinator

Medium term targets (2007-2008) and responsibilities for ensuring the targets are achieved

· To lobby the local authority with a view to making the area a 20 mile an hour “Home Zone”

The Governors will make representations to the     Council for this major imitative
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· To teach the children good citizenship with regard to their pets and the need to ensure they know that it is essential that any fouling by their animals should be cleaned up immediately                                             
The class teachers will teach this part initiative linked to the appropriate National Curriculum lesson

· To ensure WOW  “Walk on Wednesday” is fully implemented 
The head teacher delegating to appropriate teachers

· To ensure the school is signed up to all Healthy initiatives instigated by the local authority 
This will be discussed at a Governors Meeting to    ensure staff are giving clear instructions as to expectations

Long term targets (2009-2010) and responsibilities for ensuring the targets are achieved

· That children living within a fifteen minute walking distance will be targeted to walk to school and home again               

Working with local authority initiatives and teaching children citizenship skills during assemblies

· Parents will be encouraged when applying for a place at the school to travel by foot or public transport and this will be included in the school’s prospectus

This will be discussed at Governors and encompassed in the admissions policy

How School will ensure targets are met

· Quarterly reports to Governors Meetings to ensure plan is being adhered to

· School travel Champion to be elected annually

· Pupils views to be regularly sought for their perceptions of local environment and where ongoing improvements can be made

· Regular contact with Local Authority’s Safer Route to School Co-ordinator

· Annual surveys of travel to school methods

Monitoring and Review

The travel plan will be reviewed every six months as part of our normal monitoring and review cycle. This will take the form of updating the action plan and reviewing targets.

There will be a complete review of the plan in March 2009

Conclusion

The Governors discussed the School Travel Plan at their meeting in March 2006.

The Governors unanimously supported the principle and necessity of the Safe Route to School Travel initiative and undertook to ensure the rolling programme as outline in this document is implemented. 

The travel plan will be discussed regularly at future Governors’ Meeting and will be updated as appropriate.  

Summary results of consultation of school community

	Perceptions of how school community would like to travel
	Perceptions of environmental good points of journey
	Perceptions of what stops school community from walking/using public transport/cycling

	Some members of the school community would like to travel by public transport if there were more direct links
	Bartlett Park area, Upper North Street
	Difficult direct public transport links to and from school (see paragraph on geographical location of school)

	Carers who travel on to work state they would like to walk but time factor of going on to their job stops them
	Limehouse Cut Canal
	A13 and Limehouse Link routes perceived as difficult and dangerous for pedestrians to cross, especially Limehouse Link

	Elderly carers state they are unable to walk far, and they have no choice but to travel by car to help their family
	Streets well swept, despite constant dog fouling
	Bow Common Lane eastern pavement, from St. Paul’s Way to Limehouse Cut bridge.  Narrow, industrial zone, many dropped kerbs, parking on pavement by lorries

	Some would consider cycling, if school provided cycle shed
	
	Health hazards from air pollution 

	Some would consider walking if environmental conditions, as described, improved, making them feel safer using footpaths 
	
	Willis Street Bridge, E14, large vehicles mount pavement to make a turning manoeuvre

	
	
	Health hazards from dog fouling

	
	
	No secure cycle shed at school

	
	
	Carrying heavy bags
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