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School Travel Group

	Name
	Title
	

	Ann O’Reilly
	Headteacher
	

	Jane Fletcher
	School Travel Champion
	

	Tara Prince
	School PSHCE Co-ordinator
	

	Christine Parr
	Home Liason Co-ordinator
	

	Su Li
	School Council Facilitator
	

	Shipa Ahmed
	Governor
	

	Haleemah Akthar
	School Council Member
	

	
	
	


Implementation date: February 2005 Review date: May2005

[image: image3.jpg]= Scale 1:1750

Map of Notes

Redlands School

Produced 22 February 2005 from Ordnance Survey digital
ata and incorporating surveyed revision avallable at this date.
Crawn Copyright 1998

Repraduction in whole or part s prohibited without prior
permission of Oinance Survey

Supplied by London Boraugh of Tower Hamlets
Licence Number: LA 100019288




Introduction

The School

Redlands Primary School is a two form entry school with a Foundation stage. The school is in a large Victorian building in Stepney.

The school is on Redmans Road which is a small two way street parallel to the very busy Whitechapel Rd. The area is mainly residential with much social housing. Many children in the school live in the surrounding housing estates.

Access

The school has two main entrances one for staff and visitors on an entry phone, the other for children and parents which leads into the playground. This gate for the children and parents is opened 8.45-9.30 and 15.00-16.00 on school days. There is also a gate on to the playground from the East side, which saves families from walking all the way round the school, particularly if they are coming from S E.

Transport links

Redlands is about ten minutes walk from either Stepney Green tube or Whitechapel. There are many buses along Whitechapel Rd and the Docklands light railway station Shadwell is a ten minute walk south of the school.

Car parking

The school car park has space for about 15 cars. The car park is always full. Visitors park as they can in the car park and usually block in other cars.

The Premises Manager parks his car by his house and his car access is via the pedestrian access. We have no designated disabled car parking space.

There is no on street parking immediately outside the school. There are residential bays a couple of minutes walk from the school and some metered parking a couple of minutes away.

Parents are not allowed to use the car park.

Cycle parking

There is space for four cycles to be locked to a metal post just by the staff entrance. The rack is not covered. At the moment we have one staff cyclist. 

Students

The school has 429 pupils on roll (10.10.04) 98% of the students are from a Bangladeshi background the other 2% are made up of Somali, Vietnamese, Black/mixed race Afro Caribbean, white British, and former Yugoslavian. The vast majority of students live close to the school.

The main language our students speak at home is Bengali. 99% of the pupils are Muslim and their families attend the various local mosques. 

Catchment area

1 South of Mile End Rd

2 W of White Horse Lane and Stepney high St

3 n of Stepney Way (from Aylward St to Stepney High St)

4 N of Aylward St

5 W of W Arbour St

6 North of Commercial Rd

7 E of Jubilee St
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Travel Issues

The main problem for our families is crossing Redmans Rd. one student was hit by a car last year. There is no clear crossing point and there is a very confusing ‘roundabout’ on Redmans Rd. The road has speed humps, but the traffic still moves fast.

Parents park on the zig zag lines outside the school and on the double yellow lines, making crossing Redmans road safely more difficult.

See accident map in appendix

Plans 

The school is coming to the conclusion of PFI work,

 See attached plan in appendix 

Travel Strategy

Encouraging more parents to use other methods of travel than car. Increase the number of children who walk to school.

Recruiting for the borough (amongst the Redlands parents) and supporting a School crossing patrol officer and/or asking for a zebra crossing so that it is safer to cross Redmans Rd. 

Encouraging staff to plan school trips in a way that uses sustainable transport.

Encouraging greater awareness of road safety issues amongst parents, children, staff and the wider school community of Redlands.

School Ethos

School’s Ethos and Values

At Redlands we believe firmly in the need for all children to become independent and self-motivated learners. . These beliefs are set out in the school aim below: 

Redlands School promotes high levels of achievement for all its pupils through effective teaching and high expectations.

To this end we will:

· Provide a broad curriculum – incorporating the National Curriculum and Desirable Outcomes – which is regularly monitored and reviewed 

· Provide a stimulating learning environment where learning is seen as exciting

· Develop skills and attitudes which foster independent learning and promote a positive self-image 

· Promote an environment where success is celebrated and mistakes are acknowledged as a positive part of the learning process, thus developing high levels of self-esteem

· Acknowledge the contribution that parents are making to their children’s education and actively seek to strengthen our partnership with them

· Do all we can to promote equal opportunities in all aspects of school life 

· Recognise that children with Special Educational Needs have an entitlement that allows for as full access to the curriculum as possible

· Develop understanding and respect for all cultures and religions 

· Ensure all staff have access to high quality professional development

At Redlands we have children and staff from many cultures and religions and we work hard to teach and show by example an understanding and respect for that diversity.

As part of the curriculum we teach a weekly religious education lesson and have a daily act of collective worship. Parents have a right to withdraw their children from these lessons but need to do so through an appointment with the Headteacher. 

Travel Plan links

The school travel plans links to our concern for student safety and promoting independence. We have just become part of the ‘healthy schools initiative’ so we would like more of our children to walk to school.

See scheme of work PSHE and Citizenship 

Policies and Objectives

National Policies

· In July 1998, the Government issued its White Paper on Transport, which emphasised the need to address the use of cars for the school journey, since nationally more than quarter of children travel to school by car. Increasing car usage causes road congestion, air pollution, and can lead to reduced levels of fitness and an inability to cope with traffic as pedestrians.

· A Travel Advisory Group will be established at Globe in September 2004 to develop good practice and identify ways of addressing school journey issues and school travel plans are seen as a key component. In addition, all local authorities are now required to produce Local Transport Plans (LTP), which sets local transport targets for the authority and must include ‘an integrated strategy for reducing car use and improving children’s safety on the school journey’.

Local Policies

In Tower Hamlets, car ownership is well above the national average with 80% of households owning one car and 40% owning two or more. Traffic has grown by more than 50% between 1985 and 1995, and the forecast is that it could double by the year 2025.

The Safer Routes to School initiative developed over the last few years combines Tower Hamlets strategies for reducing growth and road casualties, bringing together the Council, District, Health Authority and Police Authority, to devise an integrated approach for reducing unnecessary car use and improving safety on the home to school journey. It aims to provide or facilitate the provision of safer routes to every school in Tower Hamlets utilising a combination of education engineering, training and enforcement measures to encourage parents and pupils to walk or cycle for at least part of the journey to school. The School Travel Plans plays a crucial role in this process, by setting out an action plan of measures to help secure safer routes for individual schools.

Baseline Information

Hands up Survey of mode of travel
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How students and staff travel to school

74% of the children walk to school, 37% of staff walk to school.

Evidence of Consultation and Involvement

Student Travel Questionnaire

Redlands is registered will need to put in info. Unfortunately the website is not functioning at the moment.

http://www.youngtransnet.org.uk/survey/default.htm. 

Staff and Parental Questionnaires and Parents Meetings

Survey of Staff

Staff were quite fixed in their attitudes about how they travel.

All those that use a car cite the distance they live away and the fact that they are carrying books etc and the public transport is not convenient enough.

Those that use public transport are reasonably happy with it apart from the odd delay.

Only one member of staff bicycles and the other staff say they would not consider it as it is ‘too dangerous as there are not enough cycle lanes’. The member of staff who does cycle does so because 90% of her route is through parks.

Suggestions to improve the number of walkers in the school tallied with the parental survey- SCPO/zebra crossing.

See appendix for sample staff questionnaire

Survey Of Parents

This shows the percentage of parents showing preferences for changes to the local road system and what they would like to see.
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Parent Survey, the response to the survey was amazing. 70% of our parents replied, normally less than 40% will send back a reply. This indicates that our parents are very concerned about the way their children go to school. 

All the parents who sent back the survey wanted a school Patrol crossing officer, 50% wanted more or larger speed bumps and 80% wanted a zebra crossing. We did not have very many other suggestions except about 10% who wanted the ‘roundabout ‘ on Redmans Rd to be more clearly set out. 

School Travel Forum

Our school travel forum consists of Dominic Byrne, teacher governor. Shipa Ahmed, parent governor. Jane Fletcher learning mentor and travel champion, Haleemah Akthar, School Council.

How the School Council is involved

We have 2 JRSO’s and they are following the tasks set for them.

School Council has discussed what the children think we need.

See appendix for JRSO work

Curriculum Projects, Class Discussions and Assemblies

Road safety, see Scheme of work for PHSE and photos of road safety Training in appendix

Cycle training see appendix cycle training

School Governors

School governors are aware that the plan is being made and fully support it.

Project partners

· School governing body

· All school staff

· Pupils including the school council

· Parents London Borough of Tower Hamlets

· Healthy Schools Group

Evidence Portfolio

SEE SCRAPBOOK PORTFOLIO

To be displayed in school

Identification of issues

Problem areas on the school journey

The overwhelming wish of parents, staff ad pupils is to get safe crossing of Redlands Road. The parental survey shows this very clearly. See appendix

Issues and Difficulties

The main issue for Redlands is to get a SCPO and/or a zebra crossing. The other question is how to get information to parents that will persuade them of the benefits of walking to school. 

Initiatives

What is already in place?

Regular road safety education (see PHSE scheme of work) Cycle training

JRSOs

Recruiting a SPCO

School Travel notice board

Report pavement and other problems with pathways around the school

What additional measures could be considered?

· School crossing patrol

· Walking incentive scheme

· School travel newsletters/notice board

· Including travel in induction  for new parents

· Enforcement by council of lines outside school

· Distributing leaflets to school community (mixed languages)

· Involvement in cycle training as offered by LEA

Implementation

See action plan

Objectives

Reduce car usage by parents and staff; increase walking and/or cycling by students and staff; keep high level of Road Safety training; increase Travel Awareness amongst students, parents and staff; improve streets between home and school

The benefits of a successful Safer Routes to School Project include:

There are many benefits to be had from this project:

Developing sustainable travel habits both within the school and in the wider school community.

Creating a safer environment for the school and surrounding community

Reducing congestion around the school; reducing pollution and improving air quality

Increasing health and fitness of pupils

Raising levels of independence and confidence in pupils

Monitoring and Evaluation

Long term targets

Reduce car usage by students to no more than 5%

Increase walking, cycling and other sustainable means of transport by students to 95%

Ensure every child in Foundation stage has basic road sense training

Ensure every child by Year 6 has had full Road Safety training (as defined by LBTH Road Safety Officer)

Give cycle training to all students in Year 5

Ensure that all existing and new staff are trained in Travel Awareness, such as Journey Planner, timetable use, etc

Every child in year 6 can plan their route from home to their new Secondary School, and plan their journey including fares, timetable etc.

Streets and pathways around the school and between homes and school are acceptable to all staff, parents and students

This Plan’s Targets

Reduce car usage by students by 2% - approximately 2 students

Increase walking by students by 2% - approximately 6 children

Train all existing staff by end of year for Travel Awareness

Involve travel planning by students with teacher for 50% of school trips

Consult with school community and the Council to develop requirements to improve streets around school

How will it be monitored?

Baseline survey conducted termly

Check which teachers have had training in Travel Awareness

Report back no which school trips have had student involvement in planning

Drawn up plans and date for implementation

The School Travel Forum will monitor the STP in the first week of every term starting September 2005.

The STP will be reviewed and revised for the following year ever year starting July 2006.

How will changes be reported?

Report travel modes surveys back to students and parents and staff and STA.

Review meetings with STA.

Report to Governors April each year.

Let parents know what’s happening through the newsletter and website.

Regular updates on School Travel notice board

Action Plan – 2005/2006

	Objective
	Action
	Time scale
	Resources
	Person Responsible Internal
	Person Responsible External
	Cost
	Success Criteria

	Communicate STP
	Letter to parents and parents survey
	24 January 2005
	Internal printing
	Jane Fletcher
	-
	£25
	10% return minimum of surveys

	Increase walking
	International Walk to School Week
	October 2004
	Posters, charts etc
	Jane Fletcher
	John Rymell
	Free
	Measure %age walking that week

	Increase walking
	International Walk to School Week
	October 2005
	Posters, charts etc
	Jane Fletcher
	John Rymell
	Free
	Measure %age walking that week

	Increase walking
	National Walk to School Week
	May 2005
	Posters, charts etc
	Jane Fletcher
	John Rymell
	Free
	Measure %age walking that week

	Increase walking
	Walk on Wednesday
	Start April 2005
	Certificates, teacher time at registration; badges
	Jane Fletcher
	John Rymell
	Free
	Compare Wednesday walking figures to baseline survey

	Increase walking / reduce car usage
	Design posters for walking to school
	October 2004
	posters
	Jane Fletcher
	John Rymell
	free
	Posters up on wall in school

	Raising awareness about STP
	Newsletter
	Termly
	Internal printing
	Jane Fletcher/an O’Reilly
	John Rymell
	free
	Issuing of newsletter

	Reduce car usage
	Invite car user parents to special good going meeting
	
	Large meeting room, competition prizes
	
	David Pye, Parking Enforcement, John Rymell
	
	10% of car parents attending

	Engage parents in STP
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Increase safety on school trips
	Visible rucksacks for school trips
	July 2005
	Jane to give details and logo to J R
	Jane Fletcher
	JR
	Approx £70
	70 rucksacks to loan out, kept in school

	Maintain high level of Road safety training
	Continue training in school, Phse curriculum
	Ongoing  
	
	Tara Phsce Co-ord and teachers
	
	
	Number of  children trained

	Improve awareness of STP in school community
	Weatherproof notice board in playground
	March/April 2005
	Order notice board
	Jane Fletcher
	JR
	Waiting for estimate
	Notochord up and in use

	Develop and monitor STP
	Travel group meeting
	Feb 2005
	
	Travel group
	
	
	Confirm date meeting was held

	Improve cycle travel awareness
	Cycle training
	Ongoing
	Organise sessions for Y5/6 pupils as an after school activity – interested parents to attend
	PSHCE co-ordinator
	Ashraf Ali 0207 364 6707

Mark Burton 0207 536 2930
	£200 payment for out of school hours supervisors
	Number of students trained

	Increase change from car use to walking
	1:1 meeting with car users who live in walking distance
	March 2005
	Meeting with individual parents
	Jane Fletcher/Ann O’Reilly
	JR
	
	Change in number of drivers

	Consultation
	Repeat survey
	July 2005
	To ascertain if changes in behaviour have occurred
	Jane Fletcher
	
	
	Survey results

	Consultation
	Repeat questionnaire
	July 2005
	To ascertain if changes in attitude have occurred
	Head
	
	
	Questionnaire results and analysis


Survey results – How do pupils usually travel to school?
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School Travel Survey

Results
	School
	Redlands Primary School

	Date of surveys
	October 2004


How students usually travel to school

	Mode
	Students

	
	Female
	Male

	Car (not sharing)
	47
	   42

	Car share – driver or passenger
	0
	0

	School Bus
	0
	0

	Rail (Train, Tube, DLR, Tram)
	0
	0

	Bus
	7
	5

	Bicycle
	0
	0

	Walk (all the way)
	143
	150

	Other (please list each case below)
	0
	0

	Male and female subtotals
	197
	197

	Grand totals
	394

	Total number of all students on roll in school
	429

	Total number of all staff employed at school
	62
	


	Please list all other methods of transport reported and quantities of each
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How do staff usually travel to school?
School Travel Survey

Staff Results
	School
	Redlands Primary School

	Date of survey
	22.09.04


How staff usually travel to school

	Mode
	Staff

	
	Female
	Male

	Car (not sharing)
	24
	1

	Car share – driver or passenger
	
	

	School Bus
	
	

	Rail (Train, Tube, DLR, Tram)
	8
	3

	Bus
	2
	

	Bicycle
	
	

	Walk (all the way)
	18
	4

	Other (please list each case below)
	
	

	Male and female subtotals
	52
	8

	Grand totals
	60
	

	Total number of all staff employed at school
	62
	


	Please list all other methods of transport reported and quantities of each
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