School Travel Plans - Linking with other initiatives

Not only can the travel planning process be beneficial to a school in it’s own right, it can also help you with other initiatives and policies that you may be involved in. Here are a few:

Eco Schools
Eco schools is a great way to make sustainable development a part of the life and ethos of your school. Designed to fit into the school curriculum, it is an award scheme that gets everyone in the school involved in making the school environment better and in the process raising the profile of your school in the wider community. The process involves working on seven key areas within school – litter, waste minimisation, energy, water, transport, health living and school grounds.

Travel plans and Eco Schools share common goals and can work together effectively. The production of a school travel plan can act as an accreditation towards the Eco schools award. For more information contact www.eco-schools.org.uk

Healthy Schools Standards
A healthy school promotes the health an well being of its pupils and staff through a well-planned, taught curriculum in a physical and emotional environment that promotes learning and healthy lifestyle choices. National healthy school status requires schools to meet criteria in four core themes. One of these core themes, Physical Activity, states that schools must show evidence of ‘encouraging pupils, parent/carers and staff to walk or cycle to school under safe conditions, utilising the school travel plan’. Schools with approved plans will automatically qualify for the target with this core theme. To find out more contact:
http://www.wiredforhealth.gov.uk/cat.php?catid=842

Planning Ahead
The Department of Transport’s Planning Policy Guideline 13(PPG13) seeks to integrate planning and transport at national and local level to promote more sustainable transport. Authorities are able to attach Planning Conditions or obligations to ensure that the PPG13 objectives are achieved.

If your school is submitting a planning application that is likely to cause and increase, or change of movement of traffic, then they are likely to be asked to submit a School Travel Plan. By already having a working travel plan, your school is one step ahead, helping to keep the planning process on track.

Extended School Status
Extended schools will offer a range of services for children, young people, their families and communities often beyond the school day. This will impact on the number of journeys to the school and the methods of transport used. It is important that any school considering extended schools status completes a Travel Plan. This will ensure that any changes to the movement of people are taken into account.

Every Child Matters
In 2003 the Government published a green paper called Every Child Matters, which prompted a debate about services for children, young people and families. Following consultation the Government published Every Child Matters: the Next Steps and passed the children Act 2004. At the heart of Every Child Matters’ approach to the well being of children aged 0-19 are the outcomes: 

· Be Healthy 

· Stay Safe 

· Enjoy and achieve through learning 

· Make a positive contribution to society 

· Achieve economic well being 

School Travel Plans are well placed to achieve these outcomes not only through the obvious road safety and healthy travel actions, but also by showing how transport choices can affect the economy, society and the environment.
