How to Develop a Nursery Travel Plan

Travel Plans form part of the Governments wider proposals for an integrated transport policy to fight congestion and pollution. The London Borough of Tower Hamlets introduced travel plans to schools in 2003. Now a number of schools and nurseries across the borough are developing their own travel plans.

WHAT IS A TRAVEL PLAN?

A travel plan is a working document that contains a number of practical steps and measures to reduce the number of car journeys to and from the nursery by parents and staff and for improving safety on the nursery journey.

WHY SHOULD YOUR NURSERY DEVELOP A TRAVEL PLAN?

· Promote the use of other forms of transport to the car.


· Develop or raise road safety awareness amongst parents, staff and children from an early age.


· Improve safety on the journey to and from the nursery.


· Improve the local environment by reducing congestion outside of the nursery.


· Promote the improvement to health from increased exercise.

By developing a travel plan parents and children can be made more aware from an early stage to think about the impact that their mode of travel can have on the environment, on child safety or the effect on their child’s health. It is hoped that they are then more likely to consider using more sustainable modes of travel in the future on their journey to or from their child’s place of education.
HOW DO YOU DEVELOP A TRAVEL PLAN?

· Decide who will lead the development of the travel plan. This can bea :
· Nursery manager

· Member of the nursery staff 

· Parent/carer

· Set up a working group, or incorporate it into an existing regular meeting you may hold.

· Establish the aims and objectives of your travel plan.
· Undertake survey work – travel questionnaires must be completed by parents, staff and children where possible. (The local authority can provide questionnaire examples or guidance at this stage.)
· Analyse results – the local authority can provide guidance on completing this task or sometimes provide assistance. 


· Discuss results – this should be undertaken within the working group and with the local authority if you require.

· Writing up the travel plan – no two travel plans are the same but it is suggested that they incorporate the following sections:
· Introduction

· Nursery objectives/policy

· Survey & Results

· Initiatives/Measures to be implemented

· Targets & Monitoring

· The local authority can provide further guidance at this stage by providing examples of travel plans developed by other schools.

· Once the travel plan is completed it must be submitted to the local authority for approval. The travel plan will need to be monitored regularly, and reviewed annually.

WHAT MEASURES/INITIATIVES YOU MAY WISH TO INCLUDE IN YOUR TRAVEL PLAN

Some examples…

· Cycle Storage

· Minor engineering measures

· Improvements to ‘children crossing’ warning signage

· Car Sharing

· Buggy Storage

· Park & Walk

· Travel Notice Board

· Road Safety Awareness

If you require any further advice or information concerning the development of a travel plan for your nursery please contact

John Rymell

Safer Routes to School Coordinator

London Borough of Tower Hamlets

Room 209

60 Southern Grove

London

E3 4PN

Telephone 020 7364 6918

Email john.rymell@towerhamlets.gov.uk

Additional information in relation to travel plans and road safety can be found on the following websites:

·  www.dft.gov.uk 

·  www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk

·  www.hedgehogs.gov.uk

·  www.rospa.gov.uk

·  www.youngtranset.org.uk






